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02. LITARTURE REVIEW

Number of studies which are related to my study can be found from different countries.
BernadineHyde conduct study “LEARNING STORIES AND DISPOSITIONAL FRAMEWORKS
IN EARLY YEARS' RELIGIOUS EDUCATION " Early childhood educators have for some time
now questioned approaches to education that focus solely on the development of thinking and
rational cogitation, and have begun to favor dispositional frameworks in preference to learning
frameworks (Perkins, Jay & Tishman, 1993; Brooker, 2002; Fisher with Claxton & Price, 2006).
For although the acquisition of knowledge, skills and abilities is an essential facet of education,
contemporary research indicates that the act of learning extends beyond rational thinking and
concerns other non-cognitive dimensions (see for example de Souza, 2006; Buchanan & Hyde,
2008; Groome, 1998; Palmer, 1998). However, there is little evidence to suggest that dispositional
frameworks have been utilized in religious education with early years' students in Catholic
primary schoolsl. This presents a challenge for contemporary religious education in the early
years' classrooms in which outcomes based philosophies focus upon demonstrable competencies

as opposed to the processes or dispositions students utilize in their learning.

According to Scholar article in “ENGAGING THE SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT IN
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION” Kerry Ang said to be an effective Religious Education teacher, you
must engage with your students. This doesn't mean you have to try and be one of them, or like
everything they like, or be knowledgeable on all of current youth culture (they might see that as
“tragic”). Rather, you need to let them know that you like them, value their interests, and enjoy
being with them. Students work for teachers that they like. Be a teacher of young people first, and

of curriculum second.

For teachers to successfully engage students today, they first need to have a clear understanding of
both the nature of the prevailing youth culture, and an understanding of how young people think
and learn during adolescence. It is during this critical time in the lives of students when their
patterns of thinking and behavior are established. Armed with this knowledge and understanding,
the secondary school teacher, then, needs to achieve the four essentials needed to engage students:
knowledge (pedagogical content knowledge and pedagogical learner knowledge); authenticity
(not only must the Religious Educator's style must be credible, but the communicator
himself/herself must be also); relevance (of lesson content to the lives of students and style of
presentation); and relationships (the greater part of teaching is about building and sustaining

relationships).
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If these four essentials can be achieved in the Religious Education classroom, students will be
engaged in their learning, which in turn will lead to higher quality intellectual work and a more
enjoyable and productive educational experience for both the teacher and student. Teaching is a
profession where success usually comes in very small increments. But the reward for such hard

won success is that it resonates in the students' lives long after a lesson or year is concluded.

According to Scholar article in Leona M. English said Transformative Learning and Religious
Education Taylor (2008) observes that transformative learning theory has been developed in detail
for the past 30 years, with theorists working with contexts and related themes such as critical social
action, environmental change, and spirituality. Significantly, the latter perspective on spirituality
bears few links to a religious context, except in a historical sense, and comes closer to what most
would think of as holistic knowing (see English & Tisdell, 2010). Spiritualty is seen as a learning
dimension that must be recognized when working with adults.

When one considers that religious education literature has been concerned, at least in the past, with
gender, feminism, and women's learning, it is somewhat surprising to see how scant that literature is
in relation to transformative learning. In the few cases where the theme of transformative learning
is applied in religious education the results are quite helpful. Fleischer (2006), for instance, makes

Reference of “International Handbook of Learning, Teaching and Leading in Faith-Based Schools”
editor said analyses the place of religion across the landscape of Singapore school curricula,
leadership and policy making. In so doing, it first provides a social, political, economic and
demographic context to Singapore as a small multi-ethnic, multi-faith island republic. Its strongly
authoritarian and secular government prioritizes the twin goals of social harmony and a workforce
equipped with the skills to be a leading global twenty-first century, knowledge-based economy.
Education is seen instrumentally by the government as a crucial vehicle to meeting both goals.
Thus, the central argument is that for a large majority of the 360 schools in the system, there is no
place for religion in the curriculum, since it is regarded as potentially divisive to social harmony;
rather, social, moral and citizenship (National) education are emphasized for their apparent greater
congruence with the government's twin goals. However, such government policy creates tensions
for the Malay-Muslim minority, some of whom prefer their children to be educated in madrasahs,
of which there are currently six. A dichotomy thus exists for such schools between the desire for an
Islamic religious education and the government's priority for a modern academic curriculum. The
chapter identifies the various ways in which the government manages such tensions to engineer the
'state interest', and the premium placed on skilful leadership at all levels to navigate and finesse the
sensitive boundaries between faith and state.
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According to the NCEASL report, on September 9, four officers from the religious affairs branch of
the Divisional Secretariat in Kegalle visited the residence of the Good Shepherd Gospel Centre's
(GSGC) pastor on the basis of

several petitions submitted against the pastor and the GSGC. The officers instructed the pastor to
register the GSGC and threatened to seal the premises if he refused.

Religion remained a compulsory subject in the public school curriculum. Parents could elect for
their children to study Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, or Christianity. Students could not opt out of
religious instruction. All schools followed the Ministry of Education curriculum on religion, which
remained compulsory for the General Certificate Education Ordinary-Level (equivalent to U.S.
grade 12) exams covering the four main religions. Government schools frequently experienced a
shortage of teachers, sometimes requiring available teachers to teach the curriculum of a different

faith. International schools
26

following the London Ordinary-Level syllabus remained governed by the Board of Investment and
could opt not to teach religious studies in schools, as students could pass without religion.

Some anonymous article express under current policies in effect, the Department of Education of
Sri Lanka requires that all children in public schools to be religiously indoctrinated from
kindergarten through junior high school (grade 10). We firmly believe this is unconstitutional even
under the fundamental rights provisions in the current Constitution in Sri Lanka, and this should be
challenged in Supreme Court by secular parents and children. Under current public education
policies placed in practice nationwide, a parent or child has no choice in this enforced religious
education, and to prevent his or her child from religious education, except for choosing between the
mainstream religions of Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity and Islam. Freedom for Religion shall
include Freedom From Religion, and this religious education can be challenged in the Supreme
Court by qualifying parents and children. G.C.E. O/L examinations conducted by the Department of
Education requires every student to take an examination in one of the four mainstream religions
without giving a choice to opt out. This practice violates the rights of non-believers even under the
current Constitution of Sri Lanka.

We firmly argue that public tax payer money shall not be spent on religious indoctrination inside
public schools. Religious education is a matter to decide by the private citizens and government
should have no right to participate in enforcement or providing a landscape for entertaining
religious dogma within public tax payer funded educational institutions. A parent or a child who
wish to participate in any religious learning may be left free to attend private religious schools in
Buddhist Temples, Kovils, Mosques or any other privately funded institutions that provide such
services outside of the public school network.
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Teaching 'Religions of the World' inside schools is another topic that is widely discussed. This form
of comparative study may not be harmful as long as the practice of it guaranteed to be fair, includes
all religions, and not enforced as mandatory requirement. We think such avenues for comparative
religion as a subject needs further research and studies, and some secularists have suggested this
alternative approach would open doors for people to think about other people's religions.
Implementation of a fair and impartial environment inside public schools to foster comparative
religion is out of reach under current social and political environment in Sri Lanka. Teaching all
major religions in equal proportion and setting as a comparative study may be a good start to further
social reforms. In many countries such comparative religion courses are available at university
level, and this is an area that needs further consideration by the academic community and public
educators. We also think such allowances may need to be a topic to address after Sri Lanka becomes
atruly secular society.

Religious discrimination in schools and colleges

It's against the law for a school or college to discriminate because of religion or belief when it
decides on who should be accepted as a pupil or student. This applies to both state and independent
schools and colleges. However, it doesn't apply to faith schools. Once you have been accepted as a
pupil or student at the school or college, it's against the law for them to discriminate against you
because of your religion or belief. For example, you can't refuse to let someone be a prefect, give
them detention or extra homework just because of their religion or belief.

School uniform

Rules about school uniform must not discriminate against you because of your religion. For
example, if you're a young Islam man, you must be allowed to wear a turban at school as this is part
of your faith. However, this doesn't mean that a school has to allow all items of religious dress.
Schools can have a uniform policy which prevents pupils wearing certain things. They might, for
example, do this for health and safety reasons.

The curriculum

The law about religious discrimination does not apply to what is taught in schools (the curriculum).
For example: a school is allowed to teach evolution theories even if these theories go against the
religious views of some parents it isn't against the law for religious education lessons in schools to
teach mainly about Christianity. However, teachers must also take into account the other main
religions. This doesn't apply to faith schools.

Christianity. However, teachers must also take into account the other main religions. This doesn't
apply to faith schools.
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Anthropology and Education magazine published article express “Muslim Youth in
Canadian Schools: Education and the Politics of Religious Identity”

This article provides an ethnographic analysis of the schooling experiences of Muslim youth in
Canada who are committed to maintaining an Islamic lifestyle despite the pressures of
conformity to the dominant culture. Little attention has been paid to how religious identity
intersects with other forms of social difference, such as race and gender in the schooling
experiences of minoritized youth. Using a case study often Muslim students and parents, this
article demonstrates how Muslim students were able to negotiate and maintain their religious
identities within secular public schools. The participants' narratives address the challenges of
peer pressure, racism, and Islamophobia. Their stories reveal how Muslim students are located
at the nexus of social difference based on their race, gender, and religious identity. The
discussion further explores the dynamics through which these youth were able to negotiate the
continuity of their Islamic identity and practices within schools despite the challenges that they
faced. Building upon existing theories of identity maintenance and construction, this research
demonstrates how the interplay of the core factors of ambivalence, role performance, and
interaction and isolation are implicated in the way Muslim students negotiate the politics of
religious identity in their schooling experiences.
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